The diatoms are unicellular organisms belonging to the class Bacillariophyceae of the Algal group.' They are widely distributed in fresh and sea-waters and are represented by a large number of species. The wall of diatoms are composed of pectin imSignificance of diatom analysis from the lungs of people who have died of drowning is well recognised. 3 The identification of a particular group of diatoms may suggest death by drowning, and the distribution of different genera in certain propor- 
FORENSIC APPLICATIONS OF DIATOM DISTRIBUTION
genus is absent at a spot and also if significant differences are found in the densities of diatoms. With this aim in view the study of the diatom flora in a fresh water lake (Hussain Sagar) of approximately 1.5 sq. miles area was studied. Four spots separated nearly by half-a-mile distance were selected initially for sampling of water. 500 cc of water was taken from each location and preserved with 5-10% formalin. Each sample was then concentrated ten times by centrifugation for the microscopic study. 50 microscopic fields were minutely examined in the case of each sample to arrive at the total number of each diatom group. The percentage distribution of various diatoms are given in table 1. It will be seen from this table that Navicula sp. has the maximum concentration in this lake, and it is 51.2% in sample 2 and only 17.8% in
